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Walking-working surfaces

Means of egress

Powered platforms, man lifts and vehicle mounted

work platforms

Occupational health and environmental control
Hazardous materials

Personal Protective Equipment

General environmental controls

Medical and first aid

Fire protection

Compressed gas and compressed air equipment
Materials handling and storage

Machinery and machine guarding

Hand and portable powered tools

Welding, cutting and brazing

Special industries

Electrical

Toxic and hazardous substances
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The COVID-19 pandemic has led governments, employers, workers and the general
population to face unprecedented challenges in relation to the virus and the many
effects it has had on the world of work. The World Day for Safety and Health at Work
will focus on strategies to strengthen national occupational safety and health (OSH)
systems to build resilience, in order to face crises now and in the future, drawing on

lessons learned and experiences from the world of work.
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Since emerging as a global crisis in early 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has had
profound impacts everywhere. The pandemic has touched nearly every aspect of the world
of work, from the risk of transmission of the virus in workplaces, to occupational safety
and health (OSH) risks that have emerged as a result of measures to mitigate the spread
of the virus. Shifts to new forms of working arrangements, such as the widespread reliance
on teleworking, have, for example, presented many opportunities for workers but also

posed potential OSH risks, including psychosocial risks and violence in particular.
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The World Day for Safety and Health at Work 2021 focuses on leveraging the elements
of an OSH system as set out in the Promotional Framework for Occupational Safety and
Health Convention, 2006 (No. 187). The world day report examines how the current crisis
demonstrates the importance of strengthening these OSH systems, including occupational

health services, at both the national and undertaking level.

The ILO will take this opportunity to raise awareness and stimulate dialogue on the
importance of creating and investing in resilient OSH systems, drawing on both regional
and country examples in mitigating and preventing the Spread of COVID-19 at the

workplace.
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ACGIH: American Conference of Govermental Industerial Hygieists
http://www.acgih.org/home.htm
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OSHA: Occupational Safety & Health Administration
http://www.0sha.gov
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NIOSH: The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh
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EPA: Environmental Protection Agency
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/aboutepa.htm
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WHO: World Health Organization
http://www.who.int/about/en
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NIH: National Institutes of Health
http://www.nih.gov/about/index.html
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CDC: Center for Disease Contol and Prevention
http://www.cdc.qov
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